
Portraits
Portraiture:  A portrait is a painting, photograph, 

sculpture, or other artistic representation of a 
person, in which the face and its expression is 

predominant. The intent is to display the 
likeness, personality, and even the mood of the 

person.

Lesson #2



Can eyes alone 
express a mood, 

feeling or emotion?



























http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://fc06.deviantart.net/fs42/i/2009/130/f/6/Emotion_Portrait_No_2_by_Jella_bella.jpg&imgrefurl=http://jella-bella.deviantart.com/art/Emotion-Portrait-No-2-122132705&usg=__03Csu1gx3uDwps9_TewPPNC35zA=&h=858&w=600&sz=99&hl=en&start=152&sig2=VAM2FHC_vPqNCR7c-x3nyA&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ZEadJ1OLxG9vhM:&tbnh=145&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=portraits+with+emotion&start=140&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbm=isch&ei=TSCjTbezKMPFgAe63eHaBQ


http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://fc06.deviantart.net/fs42/i/2009/130/f/6/Emotion_Portrait_No_2_by_Jella_bella.jpg&imgrefurl=http://jella-bella.deviantart.com/art/Emotion-Portrait-No-2-122132705&usg=__03Csu1gx3uDwps9_TewPPNC35zA=&h=858&w=600&sz=99&hl=en&start=152&sig2=VAM2FHC_vPqNCR7c-x3nyA&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ZEadJ1OLxG9vhM:&tbnh=145&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=portraits+with+emotion&start=140&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbm=isch&ei=TSCjTbezKMPFgAe63eHaBQ






Can posture, body 
position, or tilt of the 

head effect the mood or 
feel of the portrait?









http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Jan_van_Eyck_001.jpg




Mary Cassett- Self Portrait- 1878

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Mary_Cassatt-Selfportrait.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Mary_Cassatt-Selfportrait.jpg




Can the props or costume 
effect the mood or feel of 

the portrait?
What can it say about the 

artist or subject?



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/D%C3%BCrer_self_portrait_28.jpg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Max_Beckmann's_'Self-portrait_with_Horn',_1938-1940.jpg




http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Jan_van_Eyck_091.jpg






http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fd/Judith_with_the_Head_of_Holofernes_by_Cristofano_Allori.jpg


Can color effect the mood 
or feel of the portrait, 
what can the color say 

about the artist?



Jacob Lawrence, Self-portrait, 1977



Freda Kahlo- Self Portrait- 1940

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/1e/Frida_Kahlo_(self_portrait).jpg






Henri Matisse, Self-Portrait 
in a Striped T-shirt 1906, 
Statens Museum for Kunst, 
Copenhagen, Denmark

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Henri_matisse.jpg


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/VanGogh-self-portrait-dedicated_to_gaugin.jpg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Self-Portrait_(1908_or_1910-1911).jpg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Paul_Gauguin_125.jpg




Can the use of chiaroscuro
(strong highlights and 

shadows) effect the mood 
or feel of the portrait?













http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9a/Rebelscourbet.jpg


Can the use of line, 
texture, shape, form, 

pattern and movement 
effect the mood or feel of 

the portrait?



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/05/Rembrandt_aux_yeux_hagards.jpg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Larionov_self_portrait.jpg


Vladimir Baranoff-Rossine, 
Self-Portrait, (1907)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WRossineSelfPortrait1907.jpg




John 
Bellany

Self-
Portrait 

(from 'The 
Addenbro

okes
Hospital 
Series') 

1988







1888

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f0/VanGogh-self-portrait-with_bandaged_ear.jpg


Yan Pei-Ming, self portrait, 
(2000)

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/ca/%E2%80%98Self-portrait_(Mars)%E2%80%99,_oil_on_canvas_painting_by_Yan_Pei-Ming,_2000,_National_Gallery_of_Australia.jpg


In YOUR self portrait how can 
you use…..

Emotion/Expression
Eyes

Posture
Color

Chiaroscuro
Art Elements & Design Principals



Images are either CC, free to use for educational use, or from my personal 
collection.


